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4 Installation 

PreDim is suitable for Microsoft Windows 

2000, Microsoft Windows XP und Microsoft 

Windows Vista. With the help of an emulator 

e.g. Microsoft Virtual PC PreDim is also 

suitable for Apple Macintosh PC`s. The 

installation of PreDim is very reliable and takes 

about 1 minute.  

When purchasing PreDim you will receive a ZIP 

compressed file via e-mail or CD. Please unzip 

this file first of all. Under Windows 200 

therefore it is necessary to install a freeware 

additional program like e.g. 7-ZIP www.7-

zip.org. 

 

In addition please check if the file has god the 

ending αΦŜȄŜάΦ In order to visualize the ending 

of ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ α9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƛƭŜ ǘȅǇŜǎά Ƴǳǎǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀctive. You 

will find the option in the Windows Explorer 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ αExtrasά -Ҕ αColder 

optionsά ƛƴ ǘƘŜ folder αViewάΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ 

file have the ending αΦǊŜƴŀƳŜψǘƻψŜȄŜάΣ then 

rename the data file and remove the  

αǊŜƴŀƳŜψǘƻψάΦ 

 

These security reasons are necessary in order 

that the virus scanner does not block the 

program. Start the installation file and click on 

α²ŜƛǘŜǊάΦ 

 

The software of the installation is made up in 

the German language. /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άWŜƛǘŜǊέ to 

continue.  

http://www.7-zip.org/
http://www.7-zip.org/
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Now you have got the opportunity to study the 

information about the versions: 

 

Now the crucial point: Enter the 3 activation 

lines, which you received of us. As a result the 

copy of PreDim will be unambiguously 

identifiable. Thus, it is not sufficient to enter 

the 20-digit serial number. Please note the 

capitalization and use small initial letters and 

remove all blanks at the end of the line. For 

best results use the function copy & paste of 

Windows. 

 

 If you made a mistake a window will show up. 

Please check and correct your input data. 

 

As an option you can change the installation 

path: 

 

Now the installation of PreDim can start: 
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That is already all! Make a tick on άWŀΣ ƛŎƘ 

ƳǀŎƘǘŜ ŘƛŜ !ƴǿŜƴŘǳƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜƴέ, if you want 

to proceed with the installation and start the 

program. 

 

Start PreDim 

The program has installed 4 symbols on the 

desktop. 

  

Hint: Push or copy these symbols into the quick 

start button in order to have them available at 

all times. You can start PreLoad and Project 

directly from PreDim.  

Alternatively PreDim is also available in the 

menu which can be started from Windows: 

 

License 

The information about the licence appears in 

PreDim, PreLoad and Project. Each customer is 

assigned a personal identifiable version of the 

programme. In each launch of the programme 

the licence will be checked. 
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If there is a problem with the license, send an 

email to info@predim.eu: 

 

At each start of the programme the licence of 

PreDim appears in a position in the middle of 

the window: 

 

With Preload & Project it appears on the 

bottom of the window: 

 

 

What is PreDim? 

PreDim is a fast and precise programme for 

static pre-calculations in the building sector 

and is designed for different professional 

groups like architects, civil engineers, metal 

workers and wood workers as well as builders. 

PreDim does not replace a detailed calculation 

of a specialised engineer. 

PreDim provides representative and precise 

results within minutes- the result is extremely 

flexible. Thus different solutions in various 

materials, like steel, aluminium, reinforced 

concrete, wood and glued laminated timber 

can quickly be compared, which is especially 

important for the planning of projects in the 

first phases. 

mailto:info@predim.eu
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The strength in the case of an fire for all 

materials can be calculated within seconds- 

also for steel and aluminium according to 

Eurocode. 

 

The structure of PreDim 

PreDim consists of a main programme for the 

structural analysis, a load calculation and a 

project administration (project management). 

In addition there is a dictionary module for 

building materials with the name PreDict. 

 

PreDim structural analysis 

Posterior to input of a load case, the length 

and loading of a beam or a support, a profile 

can be calculated. 

 

PreLoad charge calculation 

Preload calculates dead load, life load, wind 

load and snow load taking into consideration 

volume (cm
3
) surface values (cm

2
) with 

indication of a material. 

 

Project Management 
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Project stores and loads all data which have 

been previously entered into PreDim & 

PreLoad. Thus whole projects can be calculated 

and put into the archives. By clicking on a 

button hundreds of elements can be edited and 

calculated again within a minute. Extensive 

proofs of pre-calculations from the first 

planning phase onwards will impress the 

specialised engineers! 

 

PreDict dictionary 

PreDict is a specific dictionary in four 

languages specially made up for material of 

the building sector, which in fractions of 

seconds translates entries. Also synonyms and 

technical terms can easily be found. 

 

Quick infos 

PreDim, PreLoad and Project contains quick 

infos  i.e. at the corresponding place detailed 

help functions in yellow script support you! 

 

Online-Exercises 

Exercises and presentations you can find 

online: 

- www.predim.eu/72d.wmv 

- www.predim.eu/75d.wmv  

- www.predim.eu/4d.htm 

- www.predim.eu/80d.htm 

- www.predim.eu/802d.htm 

http://www.predim.eu/72d.wmv
http://www.predim.eu/75d.wmv
http://www.predim.eu/4d.htm
http://www.predim.eu/80d.htm
http://www.predim.eu/802d.htm
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How to choose a load case 

PreDim calculates beams and supports, which 

of course can also be inclined in the 

application. The load case will be chosen in 2 

steps: you chose the load case and the type of 

load. In the first step for instance you enter a 

support, a balcony or a beam with 2 bearing 

surfaces. In principle there are 2 types of 

fixations: simple bearing surfaces and solid 

bearing surfaces. Balconies are of course solid 

bearing surfaces as the supports are fixed in 

the wall. Supports on 2 bearing surfaces are by 

contrast in 95% of the case movable (simple) 

bearing surfaces. If the support is directly fixed 

inside the wall, than it is most probably a solid 

bearing surface. Additionally there is the 

opportunity to enter the load cases directly in 

PreDim - we call this the incorporated 

άengineerέ (ultimate load case). 

Supports and inclined beams can be chosen 

below. These two distinct cases can be 

combined. Have a try! 

 PreLoad and Project can here be launched 

directly. See symbols on the left hand side 

ōŜƭƻǿ όάŎǳōŜέ ŦƻǊ tǊŜ[ƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ άƘƻǳǎŜέ ŦƻǊ 

Project). 

 If you wish to start the ultimate input data, 

ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ άawέΦ 

 

How to choose the type of load 

It is next to chose the type of load which can 

mainly be a point load or an area load. Area 

loads may have different shapes- in the shape 

of an triangle or as an trapezium e.g. a total of 

92 load cases is available in PreDim. 

Additionally load cases can be combined. 


